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Iowa State University Wildlife Care Clinic
Since 1984, many of Iowa's endangered,
threatened and common wildlife species have
been given a second chance, thanks to the ISU
College of Veterinary Medicine's Wildlife Care
Clinic. Founded by Dr. Susan Barrows and
currently directed by Dr. Mary Ann Nieves, the
clinic is staffed solely by volunteers, including
veterinarians, veterinary students, and othercaring
individuals. Volunteers are required to complete
two weeks of training and must be proficient in
handling, bandaging and tube feeding.
Patients over the years have included
shorteared owls, cottontail rabbits, squirrels,
pelicans, mink, osprey and red tailed hawks, to
name a few. 75% of the patients have been
injured in some way by human activities, including
hunting, trapping, abandoned fishing lines and
automobile accidents. The Wildlife Care Clinic's
primary objective is to reintroduce fully recovered
animals into the wild. Unfortunately, this is not
always possible. When the injury is severe and
requires medical procedures that would hamper
existence in the wild (such as amputation), the
animal is transferred to a zoo or wildlife
rehabilitation facility.
Besides providing much needed medical
care for injured and orphaned wildlife, the clinic
has proven to be an excellent learning experience
for many people. Veterinary students are given
the opportunity to learn hands-on about a branch
of veterinary medicine that is not extensively
explored in the general curriculum.
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